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2018 Los Angeles International Liszt
Competition Announces Winners
The fifteenth biennial Los Angeles International Liszt Competition for Piano and Voice
(LAILC) took place November 16 - 17, 2018. Since 1990 this competition has presented
the music of Liszt exclusively. The competition is co-sponsored by The American
Liszt Society, Southern California Chapter of The American Liszt Society, Pasadena
Branch of the Music Teachers’ Association of California, California Federation of Music
Clubs, The Hungary Initiatives Foundation, Steinway Pianos, Azusa Pacific University,
and Trinity United Methodist Church of Pomona, CA. Principal patron of the 2018
competition was Dr. András Batta, former President of the Franz Liszt Academy in
Budapest. The 2018 competition had 177 contestants from eleven states and four
countries.
The Budapest Concert Piano Winner is Xuesha Hu, a student of Fabio Bidini at the
Colburn School in Los Angeles. She will be giving a full concert at the Liszt Ferenc
Museum and Research Center on May 25, 2019. She will also perform at the Hungarian
Embassy in Washington, D.C., and the Hungarian Cultural Centre in London.
The New York Concert Vocal Winner is Kendall Harb, a student of Linda Leyler
from Placentia, CA. Ms. Harb will be performing a full concert of Liszt songs at the
Consulate General of Hungary in New York City in Spring, 2019.
The Concerto Winner is Victor Shlyaktenko, a private student of Teresa de JongPombo at the Colburn School in Los Angeles. He will be performing with the
Akademisches Orchester Leipzig, under the direction of Dr. Horst Förster, in the
2019/2020 concert season.
The American Liszt Society Award winner is László Váradi, a student of Kálmán
Dráfi at the Franz Liszt Academy of Music in Budapest. László received Third Prize in
Division VI (Larger Works) and Fourth Prize in Division X (Budapest Concert). He will
be performing in the Dorothy MacKenzie Price Piano Concert Series at the University
of Toledo, a concert made possible by Michael Boyd, member of The American Liszt
Society and Professor of Piano at the University of Toledo.
Other first-place winners were as follows: Division I (ages 12 and under) – Lucie
Kim; Division II (ages 13 - 14) – Ziyu Chen; Division III (ages 15 - 16) – An Hoang;
Division IV (ages 17 - 20) – Cameron Williams; Division V (ages 21 - 35) – Tianci Gu;
Division VI (Longer Works) – Hans Chan; and Division VIII (Voice) – Lacy Mason.
The sixteen judges came from ten states and four countries. Most of the judges are
members of The American Liszt Society. The 2018 competition included the following
adjudicators in the piano divisions: Eugene Alcalay, Azusa Pacific University;
Alexandre Dossin, University of Oregon; Matthew Gianforte, Murray State
University; James Giles, Northwestern University; Gila Goldstein, Boston University
and BU Tanglewood Institute; Ádám György, international concert artist; Caroline
Hong, The Ohio State University; Jay Mauchley, University of Idaho; Sandy Mauchley,
(see LAILC continued on page 11)
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Dear Lisztians Near and Far,
Memories of our recent festival at Furman University, "Liszt and the Poetic Imagination,"
still waft through my mind. It was a wonderful time of great music-making and inspiring and
thoughtful presentations. The fellowship and camaraderie among friends and colleagues, old and
new, was, as always, delightful and renewing. I think that these aspects of The American Liszt
Society are what always energize me and keep me going and engaged as a musician, teacher, and
human being. To all the participants, organizers, and support personnel, I send my warmest
congratulations on a festival well presented! Special thanks go to Dr. Derek Parsons, assisted by
Dr. David Gross, and the music department at Furman University for organizing such a marvelous
three days of artistry, scholarship, and friendship.
The board of directors of The American Liszt Society approved an exciting new program,
which you can read about in this edition of the ALS newsletter. Liszt understood the need to
shepherd and nurture future generations of artists and teachers. His life was a model for this in
so many ways, whether as a teacher of hundreds of pupils who went on to set the world of music
on fire into the 20th century or as an advocate for living composers whose music Liszt believed
should be heard. In that spirit, and under the guidance of board member Dr. Elyse Mach, the ALS
is launching a new program of networking for student members of the ALS: “Liszt Connections.”
The inauguration of this program will begin in the Chicago area and branch out, hopefully, nationwide among the various chapters of The American Liszt Society. Please be sure to read the notice
in this newsletter for further details. Through the magic of exponential growth, this program could
be of great benefit to the future Lisztians that we all seek to identify and encourage. My thanks to
Elyse for her vision and energy in bringing this program to life.
I am pleased to announce that the 2019 American Liszt Society Festival will take place at
Arizona State University in Tempe, October 24 - 27. The theme of the festival, “War of the
Romantics: Liszt and His Rivals,” should prove to serve up a lively three days that reflect the
Stürm und Drang characterizing this period of the 19th century. Whether one is a partisan for
Liszt, Wagner, and company, or a devotee of Brahms, Clara Schumann, Hanslick, and company,
there should be something to whet the appetite of all attendees. Having been a graduate of
ASU, I can tell you that the concert facilities are marvelous, the pianos sterling and always in tiptop shape, the ensembles professional, and the surrounding amenities nearby are an excellent
reflection of the cultural richness of the Southwest United States. My thanks go to Dr. Baruch
Meir, Associate Professor of Piano at ASU, who will serve as our festival director. Baruch enjoys
a highly esteemed artistic career, and he is a seasoned festival director, given his outstanding work
as President and Artistic Director of the Bösendorfer and Yamaha USASU International Piano
Competitions. I am confident that we shall experience yet another grand festival to renew and
energize our own artistic, scholarly, and service-oriented lives as advocates for the life, music, and
ideals of our patron musical saint, Franz Liszt. Stay tuned for detailed information in the next ALS
Newsletter. Until then, I wish you all joyous holiday season and a prosperous new year, wherever
your life and profession take you!
Excelsior!

www.americanlisztsociety.net

Jay Hershberger, President
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The beauty of music! A few days ago, as I was driving through our city of Champaign, I
was overcome with emotion when listening to the orchestral version of Sibelius' Finlandia,
the great tone poem composed 1899 - 1900. Like many of you, this is a composition I have
known since childhood, probably first as a hymn, "Be Still My Soul," often sung at funerals,
and then hearing the orchestral version, with its turbulent opening section followed by the
hymn. Sibelius also arranged it for piano solo
As I learned after doing a bit of reading, this work was controversial at the outset, to the
point that it had a different name to avoid Russian censorship. Sibelius later reworked the
"Finlandia Hymn," for which the Finnish poet Veikko Antere wrote the words.
Having visited Finland twice, and developing a close friendship with the Hietula family
in Helsinki, there is a special place in my heart for the country and its people, an interest in
the language (which has a relationship to the Hungarian language that is too complicated to
explain!), and curiosity about Finnish music and culture in general.
So, you can imagine my surprise to receive a Facebook message on December 6 from
Leena Hietula that included a video made last year in downtown Helsinki. It began with a
woman singing the "Finlandia Hymn" as a solo, then adding voices so that the final verse
was a fully-harmonized rendition. "Finland, arise, and raise towards the highest, Thy head
now crowned with mighty memory1...." All this while passers-by stopped to listen. What
made this all the more powerful was to remember that December 6 is the anniversary of
Finnish independence from Russia. It was indeed a moving experience, even more so than
my earlier listening to the work as I drove.
You probably are wondering, "Why is he talking about Sibelius and Finland in a Liszt
newsletter?" Good question, but there is a simple answer, and it relates to the overwhelming
power of music. How many times I have heard the Liszt "Faust" Symphony and been
moved to tears, especially with the beauty of "Gretchen" and the overwhelming majesty
of the final chorus. It is as though I have never heard the work, and it touches the depths
of my being - yes, my soul. I could say the same thing about Liszt's third Liebestraum, the
D-flat Consolation, the three sonnets of Petrarch (in either version) . . .
Recently, the United States said goodbye to a former president amidst the pomp of a state
military funeral. No matter what one's politics or religious beliefs might be, I cannot imagine
that anyone would not have been moved by the beautiful music or of the emotion of the
moment.
All this to say, that we as musicians and music lovers working to promote the music of
Liszt - or any number of other composers, have a joyous opportunity that is not available
to just anyone. It comes through study and avid listening, which we can do so easily via
the internet, MP3, even CDs and records, and, of course, live performances. And we have
a responsibility to our art to make sure that it endures beyond our own time. It is in this
context that our new program, Liszt Connections (see page 5), is so timely and vital. It
might be a "drop in the bucket" of life, but small beginnings can become great experiences!
My lifelong friend Don Moses told me some years ago that I was the most romantic
person he had known. I'm not sure exactly what he meant, but I can't help feeling that
being a romantic gives me the privilege to be moved by great music, great art, great beauty in
nature, and the great good that all of us can do The selflessness of Franz Liszt is a perfect
example of goodness and greatness combined. May the spirit that his music evokes bring us
to the realization that we, too, can make a difference in our own lives as well as in the lives
of others!
Ed
English translation by Keith Bosley.
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Alan Walker's Fryderyk Chopin
Dr. Alan Walker, ALS Board of
Directors member, world-renowned
author, and the world's foremost Liszt
scholar, is the author of the newlyreleased Fryderyk Chopin: A Life and Times.
The result of ten years of research, this
768-page volume exhibits the compelling
writing style of Walker's numerous
books on Liszt, Chopin and Hans von
Bülow, periodical articles, etc. Also, the
book contains "Liszt's Questionnaire
Concerning His Life of Chopin," a "General
Catalog of Chopin's Works," and an
extensive "List of Sources."
The book has already received
numerous rave reviews, among them
being cited as a New York Times Book
Review "Editors' Choice" and The Sunday
Times (U.K.) "Classical Music Book of
2018." It is a "must read" for the serious
scholar and performer of piano music in
the romantic era, as well as for the avid
listener of piano music in general. The
book, published by Farrar, Straus and
Giroux (New York, ISBN 978-0-37415906-1), is available through bookstores
and Amazon (for hard cover as well as the
e-book version).
Congratulations to Dr. Walker on this
historic achievement!

LATE RIPENESS
Not soon, as late as the approach of my ninetieth year,
I felt a door opening to me and I entered
the clarity of early morning.
One after another my former lives were departing,
like ships, together with their sorrow.
And the countries, cities, gardens, the bays of seas
assigned to my brush came closer,
ready now to be described better than they were before.
I was not separated from people,
grief and pity joined us.
We forget – I kept saying – that we are all children of the King.
From where we come from there is no division
into Yes and No, into is, was, and will be.
We were miserable, we used no more than a hundredth part
of the gift we received for our long journey.
Moments from yesterday and from centuries ago –
a sword blow, the painting of eyelashes before a mirror
of polished metal, a lethal musket shot, a caravel
staving its hull against a reef – they dwell in us,
waiting for a fulfillment.
I knew, always, that I would be a worker in the vineyard,
as are all men and women living at the same time,
whether they are aware of it or not.
Alan has, of course, used much more than “a hundredth part of the gift” he has
received. Please welcome Alan Walker.

Richard Zimdars'
Introduction of
Alan Walker at
the 2018 Festival
We are here in Greenville to celebrate
a variety of things, but for many of us,
the chief reason is the publication of Alan
Walker' newest book. Alan has written a
biography of Poland's greatest musician,
Fryderyk Chopin. The incredible work
ethic of Alan is an inspiration for all of
us. Rather than my own words, I would
like to welcome Alan with words from
Poland’s greatest twentieth-century poet,
Czeslaw Milosz.

Alan Walker signing his new Chopin biography for Richard Zimdars, founder of the Alan Walker book award.
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Liszt
Connections

Membership
Updates

2019 Festival
October 24 - 27

At its most recent meeting at Furman
University, The American Liszt Society
Board of Directors passed a proposal
establishing "Liszt Connections."
This is to be a series of student recital
exchange programs between and among
universities, colleges, conservatories,
music institutes, etc., featuring one or
more students performing at least one
composition by Franz Liszt.
The plan is to develop several of
these recital/concert exchanges so that
eventually all ALS chapters will guide and
nurture the program.
The overall goal is to introduce and
to spread Liszt’s music to and through
younger music students. The ultimate
result is to provide more and more
audiences with the opportunity to hear
live performances of Liszt’s music. Also,
music students will enjoy rich experiences
in this exciting program:

NEW MEMBERS

We are delighted to host the 2019 Liszt
Festival at the Arizona State University
School of Music and Herberger Institute
for Design and the Arts. Recognized by
U.S. News & World Report as the country’s
most innovative school for the third
consecutive year, ASU is a perfect match
for holding the Liszt Festival, dedicated
to a musician who was an incredible force
of change and both an innovator and
pioneer of his time.
The ASU School of Music is also
home to the prestigious Bösendorfer
and Yamaha USASU International Piano
Competition, which has established itself
as a major world piano competition
dedicated to the support and discovery of
young pianists in the spirit of what Liszt
did in his time.
I hope you will enjoy your visit to
Arizona, which is usually blessed with
beautiful weather during the month
of October, and I am happy you will
have the opportunity to experience the
wonderful facilities our school of music
has to offer. Our students and faculty are
looking forward to meeting you all and
participating with you in this inspiring
event.

• new venues for concerts and recitals
• new audiences for whom to perform
• expanded performing occasions
• excellent opportunities for
networking with other students
and musicians
• a new environment for music
making with Liszt at the core.
The inaugural exchange concerts
of "Liszt Connections" will take place
at Northeastern Illinois University
in Chicago and Wheaton College in
Wheaton, Illinois, sometime in the
spring of 2019. Dates and times will be
announced shortly after the first of the
year.
As this program develops and grows
over the years, we expect that the student
exchange concerts should produce as
many as 500 recitals or more. We are
confident that these young musicians,
playing and perpetuating the music of
Franz Liszt for increasingly diverse
and expanding audiences, will generate
excitement and enjoyment for all!

Joanne Chew-Ann Chang
Danni Feng
Huiwen Jiang
Shitong Sigler
Lin-Min (Eva) Chang
Darren Matias
Yu Qian
Nicholas Susi
Spencer Huston
David Gross
Robert L. Wells
Martin David Jones
Clara Park
University of Arizona
NEW LIFE MEMBER
Meeyoun Park
EXISTING MEMBERS TO LIFE
MEMBERS
Edward and Lois Rath
DONATIONS ABOVE AND
BEYOND NORMAL DUES
Carl DiDonato
William Hughes
Elyse Mach
Louise Mangos
Georgia Mangos
Karen Shaw
Eva Polgar
Robert Vogt
Randy and Renata Yuill

Deadline for
Next Newsletter
is May 15, 2019!

Baruch Meir, 2019 Festival Director.

Send all news to e.rath@comcast.net.

Liszt on the Web

Liszt on the Web

Website of the Liszt Festival in Raiding,
Liszt's birthplace:
https://www.lisztfestival.at

Website of the Vienna Academy
Orchestra:
https://www.wienerakademie.at/jart/prj3/
wak/main.jart?rel=en
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Martha Argerich awarding Gold Medal to the Bösendorfer
and Yamaha USASU Competition Winner, Leonardo
Colafelice. Photo Credit: Betty Master.
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ALS Festival 2018 Report

Chapter News

The American Liszt Society Festival found its way to the State of South Carolina for the
first time in October 2018, held at Furman University in Greenville. Although there
were some anxious moments in the hours leading up to the 2018 edition of the festival,
Hurricane Michael proved to be no match for our own Orage! Lisztians came from
literally all over the world to attend this year's Liszt festival, although some arrived a bit
later than expected, due to the weather situation.
The theme of the festival was “The Poetic Liszt,” and poetic in every sense of the
word – exploring both Liszt's poetic spirit in compositional style and his attention to
texts of others.
We were proud to feature stunning performances by many of the usual Lisztian
suspects as well as some regional performers who had not had the experience of a Liszt
festival before. We were quite honored to hear several Furman colleagues, former
students, and two of our current student ensembles in concert during the event. Furman
was particularly thrilled to launch our Steinway Initiative, with an excellent new piano
purchased over the summer that became the focal instrument for the festival.
There were several highlights of the program:

(Editor's Note: Following is a listing of
current chapters with presidents' e-mails.
Chapter reports filed prior to December
1, 2018, are interspersed in the listing.)

• The “bookends” of the event – the early Album d’un voyageur I on the first day, and
the later version, the complete Années de pèlerinage: Suisse
• Three rarely-heard melodramas
• The pre-publication lecture by Alan Walker on his new Chopin biography,
complete with a book-signing session
• Chopin songs and their Liszt transcriptions
• A spirited recital given by Festival Artist Volodymyr Vynnytsky
• A modern set of Douze études d’interpretation by French composer Maurice Ohana
(including two with significant percussion instruments)
• “The most extraordinary composition in the literature of the organ,” Ad nos ad
salutarem undam of Liszt
• and much more.
On the evening before the first session, Dr. Tom Strange opened his Carolina Music
Museum to the ALS Board of Directors. The board members enjoyed a brief concert of
period keyboards, including several working Broadwood, Érard and other instruments.
We were particularly intrigued by the 1825 Schanz grand piano with a janissary pedal, and
the 1845 Broadwood on which Chopin performed in London in 1848.
The hosts of the 2018 festival were particularly excited about two crucial
developments at Furman. First, the presentation of the Ohana etudes reinforced the
Society’s continuing commitment to connecting Liszt’s legacy to music of the modern
era. Second, the performers of many of these etudes are gifted college students,
developing their musical identities. They represent the next generation of talented young
artists, benefitting from the festival experience and bringing their passions and ideas to
the Liszt legacy.
The organizers of The American Liszt Society 2018 Festival wish to thank Jay
Hershberger, President of The American Liszt Society, for his leadership and creative
inspiration in the development of the Festival theme. We would also like to thank
the administration of Furman University for the use of the beautiful Furman campus
facilities, and the many faculty and staff for their contributions to the success of the
event.
Sincerely,
Derek Parsons, Artistic Director
American Liszt Society Festival 2018

Baltimore/Washington Chapter
President: Nancy Roldán
nancy.roldan@ymail.com
Boston Chapter
President: Tish Kilgore
tishkilgore@yahoo.com
NEW CHAPTER!
Cairn/Philadelphia Chapter
President: Benjamin Harding
bharding@cairn.edu
Concordia College Chapter
President: Jay Hershberger
hershjay@hughes.net
Chicago/Midwest Chapter
(http://facebook.com/LisztChicago)
President: Alexander Djordjevic.
The Chicago/Midwest Chapter presented
"Piano Encounters: Chopin Favorites,"
on Saturday, May 12. The concert took
take place at the Armerding Center for
Music and the Arts in Wheaton, Illinois.
This was the second installment of the
Chapter's series, "Piano Encounters."
For this event, Alexander Djordjevic,
Membership Secretary of The American
Liszt Society and Chapter President, was
the featured soloist.
On October 27, the Chapter celebrated
Franz Liszt's 207th birthday by featuring
International Liszt Competition winners
Joseph Kingma, Chen-Shen Fan, and
young rising star, Yerin Yang, performing
piano works of Franz Liszt. This 8th
annual event took take place at Nichols
Concert Hall in Evanston, IL.
Joseph Kingma has won awards in
numerous international competitions,
including First Prize in both The
American Liszt Society's 2017 Franz Liszt
International Piano Competition in Ohio
and the Monroe Symphony League's
Marjorie Stricken Emerging Artists
Competition. Pianist Chen-Shen Fan,
Second Prize Winner of The American
(continued on next page)
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Chapter News

(continued from previous page)

Liszt Society's 2017 Franz Liszt
International Piano Competition, in
addition to winning the Best Liszt
Interpretation Award, also received the
Outstanding Performance of Bach Award
by the Metropolitan International Piano
Competition. Pianist Yerin Yang was
awarded First Prize, Best Performance
of Solo Work Award, and the Young
Jury Award at the 2018 Arthur Fraser
International Piano Competition. In
March 2018, Yerin was named winner of
the 2018 Chicago Symphony Orchestra
Young Artists Competition. With this
achievement, she will perform with the
Chicago Symphony Orchestra during the
2018/19 season.
Houston Chapter
President: Viktor Valkov
valkov.viktor@gmail.com
Indiana University Chapter
President: Karen Shaw
shaw@indiana.edu
Iowa Chapter
President: Ksenia Nosikova
ksenia-nosikova@uiowa.edu
UI pianists presented "Iowa Tour III,"
when they performed in the Pella Opera
House, Washington Public Library,
Lisbon Library, and Carnegie Cultural
Center in New Hampton. This is the
third year that piano students undertook
a four-day tour of Iowa, organized by
Chapter President Ksenia Nosikova.
The program included several works of
Liszt. Audiences warmly received all
concerts and, without exception, extended
invitations to return.
The chapter organized two recital
programs of Liszt's works featuring
piano faculty and students of both The
University of Iowa and University of
Northern Iowa. The recitals took place
as a part of the "Piano Sundays at Old
Capitol" concert series in Iowa City and at
the UNI School of Music.
The chapter hosted guest artists Albert
Tiu (YSTC, Singapore), Faina Lushtak,
(Tulane, New Orleans), Scott Holden
(BYU, UT) and Regina Brandstätter
(Vienna, Austria).

NEW CHAPTER
James Madison University (JMU)/
Shenandoah Valley Chapter
President: Eric Ruple
rupleek@jmu.edu
We are excited to begin our life as one of
the new local chapters of the ALS. Our
officers are:
Eric Ruple, President
Gabriel Dobner, Vice-President and
Secretary
TBA, Treasurer
Our long name needs a just a little
explanation. We are proud to say that all
four piano faculty at JMU are members
of the ALS, and performed at the 2018
Liszt festival at Furman University. In
addition, JMU faculty member, Kevin
McMillan (baritone), is a member and
regular performer at ALS festivals. We
are also excited that a good number
of graduate and undergraduate piano
students (plus at least one voice student)
will be joining this local chapter. We
anticipate that the The American Liszt
Society will become even more of an
important part in being a music student at
JMU.
It is important to note that a number
of other colleges and universities in our
area are also eager to participate in this
local chapter (e.g., music faculty from
Mary Baldwin College, Bridgewater
University and Eastern Mennonite
University), thus the need to expand our
name beyond just JMU.
We are pleased to announce that a
local couple, Drs. Fred and Gail Fox,
have contributed student-member
scholarships for up to ten student per
year over the next five years. These
scholarships have been an impetus
for forming our chapter. In addition,
the Foxes, as examples of involved
professionals, will encourage young
pianists and musicians to become active
members of professional societies as they
begin their careers.
Our first meeting as a local chapter
took place in October and featured those
who performed at the ALS festival in
Greenville: Gabriel Dobner, Lori Piitz,
Paulo Steinberg, Eric Ruple, Kevin
McMillan, and Susan Guthro.
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New York/ New Jersey Chapter
President: Gila Goldstein
pianistgila@gmail.com
Steven Spooner was the featured artist
for a NY/NJ Chapter concert on May
17 in the Yamaha Piano Salon in New
York City. He performed his "pick and
choose" program, with works chosen
by the audience members from a list
provided by the artist. He offered five
programs:
Four Schubert/Liszt song
transcriptions and Wagner/Liszt
Rienzi
Three Hungarian Rhapsodies
Four Transcendental Études
Liszt Sonata in B minor
"Blind Date"
New Yorkers voted for program
one and program five! The latter was
surprising since it didn't include any
music by Liszt: Two Scarlatti sonatas,
Four Chopin mazurkas, Debussy's
"La Cathédrale Engloutie," and three
of Steven's pyrotechnical Etudes/
Improvisations.
Steven's performance of all selections
combined poetry and drama (there was
"Erlkönig"!). The playing was colorful
and exciting. In the Debussy we heard
some incredible soft shades. The
mazurkas were particularly ravishing. It
was a very daring project to undertake,
and I only wish we could have heard the
remaining three programs!"
The chapter hosted pianist Péter Tóth
in a concert on Thursday, September 27.
A native of Hungary now based in New
Jersey, Péter Tóth won the first prize at
the International Liszt competitions in
Weimar (2000) and Budapest (2001). His
program included works by Beethoven,
Debussy, Chopin, and Liszt. The concert
took place at the Yamaha Piano Salon, in
New York City.
Please note: Gila Goldstein's new
e-mail address is pianistgila@gmail.com.
Ohio Chapter
President: Caroline Hong
caroline@carolinehong.net

(continued on next page)
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More Chapter News
Oregon Chapter
President: Alexandre Dossin
adossin@uoregon.edu
The Oregon Chapter at the University
of Oregon School of Music and Dance
commemorated Franz Liszt's birthday
on October 22, in Beall Hall on the
UO campus. In this exciting program,
students from the piano and voice
areas joined forces and offered a varied
program of songs and transcriptions. The
vocalists performed works by Schubert,
Schumann, and Liszt, immediately
followed by Liszt's transcriptions of those
works for solo piano. The concert was a
unique opportunity to experience Liszt's
incredible gifts as a transcriber, while also
enjoying the songs in their original setting.
San Francisco Bay Area Chapter
President: William Wellborn
Pianoleg@aol.com
Southern California Chapter
President: Eugene Alcalay
ealcalay@apu.edu
September 22, Eugene Alcalay presented
a guest recital in Cypress Hall at California
State University at Northridge (CSUN)
in a program that included Beethoven's
"Hammerklavier" Sonata, as well as works
by Liszt, Bach and Tchaikovsky.
On October 26, Daniel Glover
presented a guest recital at CSUN. The
program featured music by Liszt and his
influence on French composers. Daniel
presented a master class the next day.
November 15 was the date for a guest
recital at CSUN, featuring Alexandre
Dossin. His program included works by
Chopin, Liszt, Villa-Lobos and Gershwin.
The following day, Dossin presented a
piano master class.
On November 28, Paul Barnes,
pianist and chanter, presented "Love,
Death and Resurrection," a recital at
CSUN that featured music by Liszt and
Glass, plus ancient chants.
The Chapter was heavily involved in
the most recent Los Angeles International
Liszt Competition, held at Azusa Pacific
University.
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NEW CHAPTER
South Carolina Chapter
President: Philip Powell
ppowell@coastal.edu
South Florida Chapter
President: José Raúl López
jrlalkan@gmail.com
On Sunday, September 30, at the Coral
Gables Museum, pianist José López,
violinist Scott Flavin, and cellist Ross
Harbaugh performed Franz Liszt’s
“Tristia,” a piano trio version of the
second version of “Vallée d’Obermann”
as arranged (with Liszt’s blessing) by
Eduard Lassen around 1880. The original
“Vallée d’Obermann,” first published as
part of Album d’un Voyageur, preceded the
trio version.
On Friday, October 19, at the Deering
Estate, José López performed the first
version of “Vallée d’Obermann” and the
five Grand Transcriptions on selections from
some of Verdi, Gounod and Donizetti's
operas, composed by the 19th-century
Cuban-born composer, Nicolás Ruíz
Espadero. The selections were repeated
on October 20 at Florida International
University, with the addition of the
“Danza Sacra” and “Miserere” from Il
Trovatore performed by Kemal Gekić.
University of Hartford Chapter
President: Luiz de Moura Castro
demouracastro@comcast.net
University of Kansas
President: Steven Spooner
sspooner@ku.edu
University of Nebraska-Lincoln
Chapter
President: Paul Barnes
pbarnes@unl.edu
NEW CHAPTER
West Texas Chapter
President: Richard Fountain
fountainr@wbu.edu
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The "West Texas Lisztians" are indeed
happy to announce their chapter
organization! Officers include:
Richard Fountain, president
Kennith Freeman, secretary
Student members from Wayland Baptist
University include Shiloh Hamilton and
Jordan Hickerson
The chapter has already presented
Liszt-related events and planned for more
well into next year!
August 30 was the date for a guest
lecture and recital by ALS Executive
Secretary Justin Kolb.
February 7, 2019 will feature chapter
president Richard Fountain playing
the Liszt-Beethoven Symphony No. 7. A
month later, Fountain will perform the
Liszt-Beethoven Symphony No. 8. He will
end the spring series with a performance
of the Liszt-Beethoven Symphony No. 5.
These recitals will feature program notes,
original artwork and other contributions
from student ALS members.

Liszt's Opera
Sardanapolo
Premieres
Liszt's Sardanapolo premiered in Weimar
August 19 - 20, 2018. Under its
Principal Conductor, Kirill Karabits,
the Staatskapelle Weimar gave the world
premiere of the rediscovered Italian
opera, which was left incomplete and
has lain largely forgotten in a German
archive for almost 100 years. For more
information, please go to the ALS
website (americanlisztsociety.net) and scroll
down to the link at Sardanapolo premiere,
which site was still functioning December
6. Additional information is available on
David Trippett's webpage (https://www.
davidtrippett.com), a New York Times article
on Sardanapolo, an article in Classicalmusic.com, and David Trippett's article on
page six of the previous issue of The
American Liszt Society Newsletter, Vo. 33
No. 2.

Picture Page

Judges for the 2018 Los Angeles International Liszt Competition
Row 1: Gila Goldstein, Caroline Hong, Sandy Mauchley, Meeyoun Park, Antoinette Perry
Row 2: Alexandre Dossin, Matthew Gianforte, James Giles, Eugene Alcalay, Dmitry Rachmanov
Row 3: György Ádám, Károly Mocsári, Jay Mauchley, Dzmitry Ulasiuk, Gabriel Dobner

University of Georgia students who played in the Maurice Ohana Piano
Études recitals at the 2018 Festival:
(left to right) Caroline Owen, Tsai-Wei Li, Alexandre Tchaykov, Sonny
Yoo. Flanking them on the right is their teacher, Liza Stepanova; on the
left, Richard Zimdars, who gave an introduction to the recitals.

(left to right): László
Váradi, winner of The
American Liszt Society
Award; Dr. Éva Polgár;
György Hodozsó, secondplace winner of Division
VI.

Judith Nesleny introduces winners at the 2018 Los
Angeles International Liszt Competition.

Honoring Geraldine Keeling and Judith
Neslenyi, former Co-Directors of the LAILC.

Recital Hall
Arizona State University.

Katzin Recital Hall
Arizona State University.

Madeleine Hsu Forte and performers from the Yale International Music Festival.
Seated - Madeleine Forte and János Kéry; (left to right); Anna Kijanowska, Matthew
Bengtson, Sara Opposits, and Daniel Immel, pianists; Karen Ryger, cello; and Rafael
Ryger, violin.

Evelyn Smith Music Theatre
Arizona State University.

John Hord performing at the NAMM Show in Anaheim, CA.
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Member News
Francis Brancaleone served as a coach
for the one-piano, four-hands ensembles
round of the New York International
Piano Competition (June 18 - 22, 2018).
One ensemble he coached won first prize
($3,500) and another shared second prize
($2,500). He has served on the screening
panel for this competition since its
inception in 2002.
Also, two more articles by Dr.
Brancaleone have just been published in
Sacred Music; Spring 2018, Vol. 145, No. 1.
"Georgia Stevens, R.S.C.J., Indefatigable
Educator, and the Pius X School of
Liturgical Music," and "Recollections and
Reflections on the Palestrina Institute
of Ecclesiastical Music: A Pioneer in
Catholic Liturgical Music Education in
Detroit (1943-1970)."
Alexandre Dossin performed a recital in
Chicago on Wednesday, May 2. The event
was presented by the Chicago-Midwest
Chapter of The American Liszt Society,
and was hosted by the PianoForte
Foundation. The recital took place at the
Foundation's Studios in Chicago. Dossin's
program included works by Chopin,
Liszt, Villa-Lobos, and Gershwin. He
repeated this program at California State
University Northridge on November 15,
and the following day presented a master
class there.
Madeleine Hsu Forte presented two
programs in memory of her late husband,
Professor of Music (Yale) Allen Forte,
at Yale University's Sudler Hall on
Sundays, September 9 and September
16. The concerts included works from
Bach to Kodály, and also featured world
premieres by Lukasz Wos, Octavio
Vasquez, János Kéry ("Madeleine's
Melting Pot"), Gayle Murchison, and
John Muniz ("To Allen"). On the
occasion of the 80th birthday of FrancoAmerican pianist Madeleine Forte, her
former students traveled from Poland,
Hungary, and various cities in the United
States to perform solos, duos, and
chamber music. Dr. Forte performed
solos and chamber music with her
groups, The Bel-Etre Ensemble and The
Lillibridge Ensemble.
Gila Goldstein, NY/NJ Chapter
President, performed a recital at the
Taubman Piano Festival at Montclair

State University's John Cali School of
Music on Saturday, June 23, 2018. The
concert was co-hosted by the NY/NJ
Chapter of The American Liszt Society.
In addition to her activities on behalf of
The American Liszt Society, Gila is Chair
of the Piano at Boston University. Her
recent program included works by Bach,
Beethoven, Chopin, Liszt, and a World
Premiere by Israeli composer, Boaz BenMoshe.
Ian Hobson performed the complete
solo piano music of Claude Debussy
and Maurice Ravel in a series of concerts
entitled, "Sound Impressions: The
Piano Music of Debussy and Ravel," at
SubCulture in New York City. The series
concluded with concerts on April 4 and
18, 2018. The April 4 program included
Ravel's À la manière de Borodine and À la
manière de Chabrier; Debussy's Masques,
D'un cahier d'esquisses, L'isle joyeuse, Danse,
Estampes, and Images (Book 2); and Ravel's
La valse. The April 18 program included
Debussy's Pour le piano, Élégie, Pièce pour
l'oeuvre du "vêtement du blesse"; Ravel's Le
tombeau de Couperin; and Debussy's Les soirs
illuminés par l'ardeur du charbon and Études.
Hobson recently completed his multiyear, 16-CD project of recording the
complete music of Chopin.
John S. Hord has had enjoyed a
cornucopia of musical experiences.
In January 2018 he performed three
consecutive nights in "Roomful
of Pianos" at the NAMM Show at
the Anaheim Convention Center in
California. Included in the extensive
repertoire was "Come Sunday" (Duke
Ellington) and "Ride of the Valkyries,"
from Wagner's Die Walküre. In spring
2018 he served on a panel of three judges
for the Music Teachers’ Association
of California state-wide piano finals.
Also on the panel were Dr. Gwendolyn
Mok, San Jose State University, and Dr.
Stephen Pierce, USC. During two days
in the north and two in the south, they
heard 152 remarkable pianists. John will
return to NAMM in January 2019 to join
in performances of The Sorcerer’s Apprentice
(arr. Jeffrey Shumway) and "Nuages"
and "Fêtes" from Trois Nocturnes (arr. Jed
Distler).
Recently, John’s second collection of
Christmas carols/songs, Christmas-Piano

Style, was published by Hal Leonard. This
collection is for the late elementary/
early intermediate levels, while last year’s
collection, Home for the Holidays, is for the
intermediate level. He has recorded video
performances of all 18 pieces from the
two collections, and they may be found
on his YouTube Channel and on the Hal
Leonard website (https://www.halleonard.
com.) The collections are available
through your local music dealer, Hal
Leonard, Sheet Music Plus, and Amazon,
etc.
John has appeared twice on WAIF
88.3 FM Radio Cincinnati, with host
John Carpenter. Each was a one-hour
segment, the first to discuss "Music
in Higher Education," and the second
to discuss the constantly-shifting
employment opportunities for music
graduates of higher education.
John is in the process of authoring
and presenting a series of lecture/recitals
that focus on the years 1870 - 1930.
Two have come to live presentation,
with recordings to follow. The first
to be presented in several locations
was "Artisans of the Common Good."
This explores societal change as much
as change in music composition and
performance practice. On October 10, he
presented his latest lecture/recital in the
series, Debussy, Poe, Baudelaire, Wagner,
and Liszt. This was co-sponsored by
the Music Teachers’ Association (Fresno
Branch) and Steinway Gallery, Fresno.
He is now accepting engagements across
the U.S. for these presentations. In
January 2019 he will present his lecture/
recital, "Sposalizio Raphael 1504 Liszt
1839" to the MTNA Collegiate Chapter,
Seventh District.
Justin Kolb presented a workshop at the
Steinway Piano Gallery in Greensboro,
NC in October 2018. Entitled "It Takes
More Than Talent," the presentation
included such topics as enterpreneurism,
engaging a community, goal setting and
writing a plan, developing and defending
a budget, where easily to find potential
gigs, and tooting your own horn tastefully
and effectively.
At the beginning of 2019, Justin will
present "Sundays at Three," a series
of concerts performed on "a resonant,
gorgeous toned, nine-foot ebony concert
grand in a large, yet intimate, performance
space with panoramic mountain views."
(continued on next page)
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LAILC Winners

(continued from pg. 1)

January 13 - Liszt and the
Barefoot Carmelite
February 17 - Chopin: Confounding,
Beloved, Legendary
March 17 - Music of the African
Diaspora
Tickets are $75.00 for the subscription
series, $30.00 per recital. Tickets include
the traditional "sumptuous repast" with
appropriate beverages and delicious
hors-d’oeuvres. Location: 1136 Hog
Mountain Rd., Fleischmanns, NY.
Parking assistance is available. Please
note: Due to the intimacy of the
performance space, seating is limited and
reservations are required: phone 845-5518601 or email mellonkolb@gmail.com.
José López, President of the South
Florida Chapter, performed recitals in
Miami, Tampa, at San Francisco's Old
First concerts, and in Mill Valley in
October and November. The program
included the first version of Liszt's
"Vallée d’Obermann" from Album
d’un Voyageur, five Grands Transcriptions
by Nicolás Ruíz Espadero, as well as
Schubert’s Allegretto in C minor, D. 915,
and Sonata in C minor, D. 958.
Ksenia Nosikova, President of the
Iowa Chapter, presented concerts
including works of Liszt in Brazil, China,
Italy, Austria, and at several American
universities.
Andrew Snedden is the author of
a recently completed thesis, "Vital
Performance: Culture, Worldview, and
Romanticist Performance Practice with
Application in Franz Liszt's Consolations
and Années de Pèlerinage: Première
Année." As well as written material,
the research includes annotated scores
and historically-inspired performances
of the Liszt works on an 1867 Érard
piano. All are available on the Edith
Cowan University website, Research
Online (https://ro.ecu.edu.au/theses/2115).
The thesis examines issues of historical
performance in the piano music of Franz
Liszt, positing cultural exegesis as an
overlooked source of evidence. The
paper discusses philosophical biases
underlying mainstream twentieth-century
performance approaches and their
inhibiting potential. The author makes a
detailed reconstruction of Romanticist

style, with attention to primary sources,
including historical recordings. As well,
he proposes a nomenclature for score
annotation and an analytical paradigm
for identification and application of
Romanticist performance characteristics.
He experimentally applies these
characteristics, referencing exegetical
insights, in the two sets of Liszt's
compositions.
Steven Spooner writes about "an
exciting new international competition
and festival" that happened in Chicago,
July 28 - August 4, 2018. "It was for all
levels and all ages, but the prizes were
fantastic: recording contract, cash, and
a world-wide concert tour. The events
took place at Wheaton College, and we
made it really affordable with special rates
for people who commuted. Following
the three-day competition, we had a fourday festival with lessons, workshops,
and daily student performances." For
more information, please go the Chicago
International Music Competition and
Festival (http://www.cimcusa.org).
Tibor Szász, Gerard Carter and Martin
Adler are the authors of the article,
"Towards a New Edition of Liszt’s Sonata
in B minor: Sources, Editorial History,
Symbolic Issues," which appears in the
Journal of The American Liszt Society; 2017,
Vol. 68.
Richard Zimdars is the author of
the article, "Two Pianists in Time of
War," which appears in the November/
December 2018 issue of Clavier Companion
(by subscription at https://www.
claviercompanion.com). The article presents
some of the experiences of Walter
Gieseking in World War I and JiSoo Park
in the Korean War.

Dr. Éva Polgár, Co-Director, LAILC.
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University of Idaho; Károly Mocsári,
artistic advisor of the French Liszt
Society; Meeyoun Park, Murray State
University; Antoinette Perry, University
of Southern California; Dmitry
Rachmanov, California State University,
Northridge; and Dzmitry Ulasiuk,
University of North Texas. Adjudicators
for the Voice Divisions were Gabriel
Dobner and Kevin McMillan, James
Madison University.
The Los Angeles International Liszt
Competition was founded in 1990 by
Geraldine Keeling with the inspiration
of Mária Eckhardt, then-curator of
the Franz Liszt Memorial Museum
in Budapest. Ms. Keeling and Judith
Neslény served as co-directors until 2016.
Dr. Katherine Hickey and Dr.
Éva Polgár became co-directors of the
competition in 2017. Kathy is Professor
of Music at the University of Redlands,
in Redlands, CA. Her interest in Liszt
predates her student performance at the
First West Coast Liszt Festival in 1970
at the University of California, Santa
Barbara, under the direction of the late
Dr. Ernő Dániel. Dr. Dániel was one of
the founding directors of The American
Liszt Society and served as its President.
The Dániel family continues to give
the grand prize for the Los Angeles
competition.
Éva won both the Budapest Concert
and the Concerto Divisions in the Los
Angeles International Liszt Competition
in 2012. She was also the recipient of
The American Liszt Society Award. Éva
is a graduate of the Franz Liszt Academy
in Budapest and earned her Doctor of
Musical Arts degree in piano performance
from the University of North Texas,
where she is an adjunct faculty member.

Dr. Katherine Hickey, Co-Director, LAILC .
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In Memoriam
An active ALS member Richard
("Dick") Cross passed away in October,
2018. He attended all of the Great
Romantics festivals and many stateside
festivals as well. A Life Member of ALS
he was especially close to ALS members
Justin Kolb, Gila Goldstein, David
Witten, Janice Weber, Madeleine Hsu
Forte, and Giulio Draghi. Each of
these members performed at least once
at Richard and Kathleen's home. He was
published in JALS and was a scholar with
a passionate pursuit of the life and times
of Liszt's ward and protégé, Herman
Cohen, also known as "Puzzi." His selfwritten obituary (slightly edited) is as
follows:
"Richard Earl Cross was born April
28, 1932 in Detroit, Michigan. He was
the only son of Judge Earl R. Cross and
Felipa Moss McKey. His family has been
in America since before the American
Revolution, and several of his ancestors
fought in that way and in the Civil War
and the First World War.
"Richard was raised in the Presbyterian
and Methodist traditions and was later
attracted to the music and liturgy of the
Catholic faith. He eventually became
a Roman Catholic, but always with an
ecumenical orientation.
"Attracted to church ministry, Richard
undertook seminary studies in religion,
the humanities, Latin, Greek, and sacred
music. He took early piano lessons at the
Peabody Music Conservatory. Richard
later did advanced studies in philosophy
and theology at the Catholic University
of Louvain/Leuven, Belgium (established
in 1425). He earned a graduate degree
in Theology from Louvain and in
Education from Manhattan College.
Richard served in parish ministry and as
a seminary professor for a decade. While
teaching French he led teams of students
to do volunteer work on the island of
Martinique. He also studied piano,
theory, and Gregorian chant at the Pius
X School of Liturgical Music. He later
worked as learning specialist in the New
York public schools and as a Hospice
volunteer for 15 years.
"Richard was devoted to church
reform and participated in interfaith
activities with the Muslim community
of Westchester. He was honored in
2006 by the American Muslim Women's
Association 'for his commitment to
building bridges of understanding among
communities.'
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"Richard was also a published
composer, essayist, and translator. As a
member of The American Liszt Society,
he researched and wrote about the 19thcentury musical world of Franz Liszt.
In 1969 Richard's marriage to his
beloved wife Kathleen Marie Stanton was
witnessed by a family friend, the future
Archbishop of Washington, DC, James
Cardinal Hickey. Richard and Kathleen
spent their years together as a pastoral
music team in their home parish of
Transfiguration.
"Richard is survived by this precious
wife Kathleen, their son Christopher
Joseph and his wife Millie, and
grandchildren David Earl and Isabel
Marie Cross."
From Justin Kolb, we learned that "Our
ALS member who attended two or three
festivals, Anton Kasanof, passed away
April 23 after a few years of neurologically
and physically debilitating Parkinson's
Disease.
Tony was a good friend of Bridget
and Luiz de Moura Castro, Jay
Hershberger, Giulio Draghi, and Ádám
György, and a dear close friend and local
neighbor to Barbara and me. A sad day
here in the Catskills. His condition was
so extreme that we actually lost Tony two
years ago.

"Let's remember that he was the man
who, as Cultural Affairs Officer at the US
Embassy in Moscow, hosted Vladimir
Horowitz on his famous return to Russia.
'Tony' also finessed the emigration of
Vladimir Feltsman from Russia to the
US.
From Alan Walker, we learned earlier
this year that Robert ("Bob") Maxwell
Morrow passed away February 5, 2018.
"His funeral service was on Saturday
afternoon, February 17, in Christ's
Church Cathedral, Hamilton Ontario, the
site of numerous concerts held during
past Great Romantic Festivals. During
his 20-year tenure as Mayor of Hamilton
(the longest serving Mayor of that city),
Bob proved to be a staunch supporter of
the art, and especially of music. He was
a lifetime member of The American Liszt
Society.
Members of the ALS will recall the
occasion during a Great Romantics
Festival when some of them got parking
tickets for leaving their cars outside the
church where a piano gala was in full
flow. At the festival banquet that night
the mood was glum until Bob announced
that if the tickets were collected and
brought to his office on Monday
morning, he would annul them and waive
the fines. I still recall the round of cheers
that the announcement caused."

Organ Hall at Arizona State University, where Liszt's Missa Choralis will be performed as part of the 2019 Festival
of The American Liszt Society.

The American Liszt Society - www.americanlisztsociety.net

